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Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims reflects all claim amendments and replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. Material to be inserted is in underline , and material to be 
deleted is in s trik e out or (if the deletion is of five or fewer consecutive characters or would be 
difficult to see) in double brackets [[ ]]. Any cancellations are without prejudice. 

R5GBVED 
CBOTaAL fax ceoter 

1-6. (Canceled) JAN 2 4 2005 

7. (Currently amended) A small watercraft comprising: 

an engine disposed such that an axial direction of a crankshaft thereof 
substantially corresponds with a front-rear direction of the watercraft, for prop e lling 
the engine being configured to propel a body of the watercraft; 

an oil tank provided below the engine such that a longitudinal direction of the 
oil tank substantially corresponds with the front-rear direction of the body, the oil 
tank being configured to reserve oil for lubricating the engine; 

an oil separator configured to separate the oil from a blow-by gas of the engine; 

and 

an oil return passage configured to return the separated oil to the oil tan k through 
an oil pipe fUl; wh e r e in 

the oil r e turn passage is configured to opon in th e oil tank in a direction 
substantially perp e ndicular to a front rear direction of the watercraft. 
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wherein one end of the oil pipe is connected to the separator and an opposite 
end thereof is connected to a return port provided on a rear wall of the oil tank: and 

wherein the return port has a rear end connected to the oil pipe and is 
provided with a first hole extending forward in the front-rear direction of the 
watercraft and substantially horizontally from the rear end, and a second hole 
extending from the first hole in a direction to form substantially a right angle with 
respect to the first hole and is configured to have an opening which opens in a 
direction to form substantially a right angle with respect to the longitudinal 
direction of the oil tank within the oil tank. 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (New) The small watercraft according to claim 7, wherein a baffle member 
is provided in the vicinity of the second hole within the oil tank to extend substantially in 
parallel with the second hole and to cover a region in front of the opening of the second 
hole from a forward side of the opening, relative to the front-rear direction of the 
watercraft. 

10. (New) The small watercraft according to claim 7, wherein the second hole 
is configured to extend substantially vertically from the first hole and to open upwardly. 
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1 1 . (New) The small watercraft according to claim 1 0, wherein the baffle 
member is provided to extend from a bottom wall of the oil tank beyond the opening of 
the second hole. 

12. (New) A small watercraft comprising: 

an engine configured to propel a body of the watercraft; 

an oil tank configured to reserve oil for lubricating the engine; 

an oil separator configured to separate the oil from a blow-by gas of the engine; 

and 

an oil return passage configured to return the separated oil to the oil tank through 
an oil pipe; 

wherein one end of the oil pipe is connected to the separator and an opposite end 
thereof is connected to a return port provided on a rear wall of the oil tank; and 

wherein the return port is configured to guide oil through a wall of the oil tank in 
a first direction, and release oil into the tank in a second direction that is different from 
the first direction. 

1 3 . (New) The small watercraft of Claim 1 2, wherein the return port includes 
an upstream end that is connected to the oil pipe and configured to guide oil into the tank 
in a first direction, a bend formed within the oil tank and downstream of the upstream end 
that is configured to change a flow direction of the oil flowing into the oil tank, and a 
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downstream end formed downstream of the bend, which is configured to release the oil 
into the oil tank in a second direction that is different from the first direction. 

14. (New) The small watercraft of Claim 13, wherein the first and second 
directions are oriented at substantially a right angle relative to each other. 

15. (New) The small water craft of Claim 12, further comprising: 

a baffle member positioned within the oil tank adjacent a downstream end of the 
return port. 

1 6. (New) The small water craft of Claim 1 5, wherein the baffle member is 
formed in a location such that the downstream end of the return port is positioned 
intermediate the baffle member and the upstream end of the return port 

17. (New) The small water craft of Claim 16, wherein the baffle member is 
extended along an axial direction of the downstream end of the return port. 

18. (New) The small water craft of Claim 1 7, wherein the baffle member 
includes a surface that is substantially orthogonal to the first direction of oil flow. 

Page 5 - RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
Serial No. 10/646,956 



PACE 8/12 ■ RCVD AT 1/24/2005 4:53:08 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRP-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 " CSID:S034594142 * DURATION (mnvss): 06-56 



